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I )[3 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 08 September 2003 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) S Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quay/e, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
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Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 
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3-D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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Ex parte Quayle 

1. This application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, 
prosecution as to the merits is closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte 
Quayle. 

Drawings 

2. The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a). The drawings must show 
every feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, (the steps of 
communicating a message from a first switch in the stackable switch system to a 
second switch in a stackable switch system; determining, based on the 
communicated message, that the first switch in the stackable switch system has 
the same switch number as the second switch in the stackable switch system; in 
response to the determination that the first and second switches have the same 
switch number, determining whether the first switch should keep the switch 
number or select a new switch number; changing, by the first switch, the switch 
number of the first switch; changing, by the second switch, the switch number of 
the second switch; selecting, as a new switch number for the first switch, the 
lowest available switch number; communicating the selected new switch number 
to the second switch.) must be shown or the feature(s) canceled from the claim(s). 
No new matter should be entered. 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
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replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 
prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure 
number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure 
is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, 
and where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered, and appropriate 
changes made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings for 
consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering 
of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an 
application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New 
Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, 
the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next 
Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Objections 

3. Claims 11-15, 17-24, 26-28 are objected to because of the following informalities: 
limitation "operable to" in claim 11, line 4; claim 12, line 18; claim 13, line 22-23; claim 
14, line 27-28; claim 15, line 1-2; claim 17, line 13-14; claim 18, line 29-30; claim 19, 
line 1-2; claim 20, line 5; claim 21, line 19, claim 22, line 24, claim 23, line 29; claim 24, 
line 1-2; claim 26, line 14; claim 27, line 30 and claim 28, line 2. Appropriate correction 
is required. 

Examiner does not give patentable weight to "operable to" because such 
language that suggests or makes optional but does require steps to be performed or 



Application/Control Number: 10/657,279 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2616 

does not limit a claim to a particular structure does not limit the scope of a claim or claim 
limitation. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

4. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: the prior art made of record fails to teach or fairly suggests in combination a 
method for resolving switch number conflicts in a stackable switch system comprising: 
communicating a message from a first switch in the stackable switch system to a 
second switch in a stackable switch system; determining, based on the communicated 
message, that the first switch in the stackable switch system has the same switch 
number as the second switch in the stackable switch system; and in response to the 
determination that the first and second switches have the same switch number, 
determining whether the first switch should keep the switch number or select a new 
switch number. 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is consider pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Yu et al (US 5,805,817) disclose method and device for setting terminal state and 
assigning ID number for concentrator. 

Salett et al disclose stackable switch port collapse mechanism. 

Lee et al (US 7,145,864 B2) disclose redundant link management switch for use 
in a stack of switches and method thereof. 

. Weyman et al (US 2003/0147412 A1) disclose stacked network routers. 
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Conclusion 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Brenda Pham whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3135. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 9:00 to 5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lynn D. Feild, can be reached on (571) 272-2092. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is 
(571)272-2600. 

April 25, 2007 
Brenda Pham 

BRENDA PHAM 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



